September 20, 2016
The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, Pike County, Illinois, was held on Tuesday, September 20, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held at the City Council room at 215 North Monroe Street.  The following officers were present:  Mayor John Hayden, City Clerk Cindy Prentice, and Aldermen Kevin Ketchum, Ed Knight, Paul Lennon, Robert Ritchart, Bill Scheiwe, Robert Wilson and Robert Wood.

Absent:  Alderman Kevin Wombles

Mayor Hayden presided.

Alderman Ketchum moved to approve the minutes of the last regular Council meeting.

Alderman Scheiwe seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:

Ketchum, Lennon, Ritchart,





Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (6)



Nay:

None (0)


Present:
Knight (1)

The motion carried.

Alderman Wood moved to approve the Treasurer’s Monthly Report for the month of August 2016.

Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Ritchart moved to accept the recommendation of the Zoning Committee to not approve the variance for Nancy Cooley, tenant of the property located at 550 North Dutton Street to place a shed which will exceed the two unattached accessory building limit.
Alderman Lennon seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Ritchart moved to approve Jason Duke, Brady Duke, and Jamie Pennock to trap at Lake Pittsfield for a two year period, with an option for a third year.

Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.
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Alderman Wood moved to accept the low bid from Pikeland Motors for two pickup trucks, at a total cost of $42,985.36 for both.

Alderman Knight seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Ritchart moved to remove Police Officer Michael Starman from his six-month probationary period and place him at a step two pay level.

Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Wood moved to approve Change Order No. 4 for Leander Construction in the amount of $3,745.39.

Alderman Lennon seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Wood moved to approve Pay Estimate No. 8 for Leander Construction in the amount of $574,733.13.

Alderman Ritchart seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Wood moved to approve Change Order No. 1 in the amount of $945.00 and a conditional approval for Pay Estimate No. 1 for Gunterman’s Custom Edging in the amount of $33,546.00.  The handrails are in and will be installed this Thursday or Friday.

Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.
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Alderman Wood moved to approve Ordinance No. 1570, An Ordinance Providing for Installation of Handicapped Parking Space Within the City of Pittsfield, Pike County, Illinois, on its first reading.

Alderman Wilson seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Wood moved to suspend the rules and have the second reading of Ordinance No. 1570 (described above).

Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Ritchart moved to approve Ordinance No. 1570 (described above) on its second reading.

Alderman Wilson seconded the motion.
Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Knight moved to order Bobby Armistead to cease and desist on further salvage operations on the old water plant until the City can devise a further plan.

Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Mayor Hayden asked if the Council would like to advertise for further salvage on the old water plant.  Alderman Knight suggested a Water Committee meeting to go over the options.

Mayor Hayden reported the two new pickup trucks will be paid out of the Wastewater Treatment Facility Fund.  He also reported the oil and chipping is done in the two subdivisions.  

Max Middendorf reported the new Animal Shelter floor needs painted and some spot grading needs to be done and then the project will be finished.

Mayor Hayden said the lake ball field is a disgrace.  Jeff Griggs drug it and got all of the weeds out.  They will be putting in good dirt and disking it to get it back to looking good.  Mayor Hayden will be contacting Pepsi to see if he can get a deal on a new scoreboard to replace the old one that is still there.
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Mayor Hayden was contacted by a ham radio operator requesting permission to place an antenna on the water tower for a better signal.  Max Middendorf said to make sure it had FCC clearance on the signal.  Mayor Hayden said he also told the operator the water tower may be painted next year and the antenna would have to be removed for that.

John Wood Community College is having a Southeast Campaign.  All funds raised will stay in the Southeast building.  Their goal is $200,000.00 and they are already up to $109,000.00.  They will be having a campaign launching ceremony.
Terry Dennison is attempting to revive the West Central Illinois Council for Elected Officials and Mayor Hayden would like any recommendations anyone has regarding those meetings.
Alderman Ritchart asked Tom Reinhardt about the warning sirens.  He said they didn’t sound the same today as they previously did when activated.  Tom said he will check on them.

Alderman Knight thanked the Police Department for their great work.  They showed the capability to do what needs to be done in solving the recent burglaries.  He also reported they have started placing the bricks on the new Fire Department building.  The east side bricks are to be laid tomorrow and they should be done by the end of the week.

Alderman Ketchum reported he has contacted Bruce Callender about improvements on the King Park lagoon.   Mr. Callender said the cheapest would be to put rock around the back side of the baskets to keep kids from getting behind them, at an estimated cost of around $7,600.00. That would be a five to ten year fix.  The other option would be to drain the lagoon, take the baskets out and redo them but that would be a much bigger expense.  Alderman Ketchum is setting a Park Board meeting for 
October 18, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. to discuss the financial status of the Park Board to see if the project is feasible.  He also reported they have learned that Gretchen Petty will be resigning as the pool manager.

Alderman Wilson asked about the area around the new handicap ramp by J Roberts Jewelers.  The grate is very big and he wondered if it was intended to be.  Max Middendorf said it is an open throat drain.  Street & Alley Foreman Jeff Griggs stated there are quite a few like it around town and IDOT has them installed all along East Washington Street.

Mayor Hayden set a Finance Committee meeting for Monday, September 26, 2016 at 9:15 a.m. to discuss the elimination of old vehicles, etc.  He would like Jeff Griggs, Bruce McKee and Josh Klatt to also attend.

Mayor Hayden reported the ladies at City Hall now have a very nice new parking lot.

Alderman Ritchart moved to approve the Finance Committee Report and the Clerk be directed to issue the claims thereon.

Alderman Knight seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.
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Max Middendorf asked if the Mayor has had a response from Diamond Construction regarding the tennis courts.  Mayor Hayden said he has not. He also asked Alderman Ketchum if he has heard from John Negengard regarding the trees near Kamar Drive.  Alderman Ketchum said he has not.  Max said the state has been looking at the trees. 

Chief Yelliott provided the Mayor and Council with a news release regarding the burglaries at Bowler’s Universe (their second) and the Moose.  He reported that a Sheriff’s Deputy and a City Police Officer have been in Collinsville since 4 a.m. today working on the case.
Max Middendorf reported there will be a public hearing at City Hall Thursday, September 22, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. for the block grant application.

Alderman Wood moved to go into closed session at 6:40 p.m.

Alderman Ritchart seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Wood moved to go back into open session at 7:50 p.m.

Alderman Knight seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Knight moved to adjourn this meeting at 7:50 p.m.






________________________________________







City Clerk

