November 6, 2018
The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, Pike County, Illinois, was held on Tuesday, November 6, 2018, at 6:00 p.m.  The meeting was held at the City Council room at 215 North Monroe Street.  The following officers were present:  Mayor John Hayden, City Clerk Cindy Prentice, and Aldermen Kevin Ketchum, Ed Knight, Paul Lennon, Robert Ritchart, Bill Scheiwe, Robert Wilson and Robert Wood.

Absent:  Alderman Kevin Wombles

Mayor Hayden presided.

Alderman Ketchum moved to approve the minutes of the last regular Council meeting.

Alderman Knight seconded the motion.
Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Ritchart moved to accept the recommendation of the Zoning Committee to approve the variance for Kristina M. Curtis, owner of the property located at 436 Susie Drive, to place a deck which will leave six feet (6’) instead of the required ten feet (10’) between an accessory building and a main building.

Alderman Knight seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Ritchart reported the Zoning Committee did not approve the Bergman variance in order to obtain further explanation of the project and the committee will report at the next regular Council meeting.

Alderman Wood moved to allow Brandy Gratton to have a Santa parade from the high school to the square, with a route to be approved by Police Chief Kenny Yelliott.

Alderman Ketchum moved to approve Ordinance No. 1615, An Ordinance Providing for the Annual Tax Levy of the City of Pittsfield, Pike County, Illinois, Commencing on the First Day of May 2018, and Ending on the Thirtieth Day of April 2019, on its second reading.
Alderman Wood seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.
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Alderman Wood moved to accept the proposal for the sale of property on the corner of West Perry Street and North Monroe Street from Square 1838 in the amount of $32,000.

Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Ritchart moved to approve Ordinance No. 1616, An Ordinance Authorizing the Sale of Property (Lots 1 & 2 in Block Two (2) of the Original Town), on its first reading.

Alderman Lennon seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Ritchart moved to suspend the rules and have the second reading of Ordinance No. 1616 (described above), by title only.

Alderman Wood seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Wood moved to approve Ordinance No. 1616 (described above) on its second reading, by title only.

Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Alderman Ritchart moved to vacate the north half of the north/south alley between Lots 2 and 3 in Block 2 of the Original Town, now City of Pittsfield (between West Perry Street and West Jefferson Street) as requested by Jonas Petty, maintain all utility easements, and direct City Attorney Hollahan to prepare the ordinance for vacation of the alley.  The east/west alley will remain open.
Alderman Ketchum seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.
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Alderman Wilson moved to approve the easement request for the corner of West Fayette Street and Clarksville Road and direct City Attorney Hollahan to draft the easement.

Alderman Ritchart seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Mayor Hayden stated he thinks the lake road was closed too early since the fall is so beautiful, but the City already has put up three exits and one was already moved and been torn up.  Maybe the City can leave it open longer next year.  Alderman Ritchart said it is closed now, so keep it closed.  Alderman Knight said he will go along with keeping it closed this year, but not next year and thinks next year the City should consider keeping it open.  Alderman Lennon stated he thinks it is a shame to close if off and maybe the City could consider closing after dark as some parks do, or put cameras up to monitor although batteries would have to be changed every two weeks.  Alderman Wood said we wouldn’t want to send someone out there every night to close the gates.  Mayor Hayden asked Police Officer Jennifer Thompson her opinion.  She stated she is biased – the lake is her favorite place and people will tear it up whether or not the road is blocked off.

Alderman Ritchart moved to leave the lake road closed until next spring.

Alderman Lennon seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

The Ordinance Committee met to discuss the raffle ordinance and Air BNBs.  The current raffle ordinance needs updates and City Attorney Hollahan will look into it.  City Attorney Hollahan will also look into whether or not Air BNB’s should be required to have a license.

Alderman Ritchart moved to approve the Finance Committee Report and the Clerk be directed to issue the claims thereon.

Alderman Lennon seconded the motion.

Roll Call:
Yea:
Ketchum, Knight, Lennon, Ritchart,




Scheiwe, Wilson, Wood (7)



Nay:
None (0)
The motion carried.

Mayor Hayden reported the first quarterly safety meeting will be this Thursday at the firehouse at 

1:00 p.m. and future meetings will be set up quarterly.  The next Corridor 54 meeting will be Thursday, 

November 15 at 10:00 a.m. at the Pike/Scott Farm Bureau.  Economic Development Director Megan Newman and Pike County Economic Development Director Brenda Middendorf will both be attending.
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Economic Development Director Megan Newman reported the fifth and final MAPPING session will be tomorrow night.  Ten representatives from state agencies will discuss available grants and funding sources.  The committees continue to work on goals and a townhall forum will be held after the first of the year.  She encouraged Mayor Hayden and all aldermen to attend.    Tomorrow she will be going to the Carthage Chamber with Pike County Economic Development Director Brenda Middendorf and Pike County Chamber Director Charlie Hull to discuss their Collaborative Marketing Plan. 
Zoning and Building Permit Administrator Tom Reinhardt reported he will be winterizing the bathrooms at the lake tomorrow.  He also said the Fire Department will be holding a training seminar at the cul-de-sac at the Industrial Plaza tomorrow night.

The rocks will be taken out of the ditch at King Park tomorrow and will be taken to the old sewer plant until it is determined what will be done with them.

Alderman Knight moved to adjourn this meeting at 6:31 p.m.







______________________________________








City Clerk

